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June 9, 2016 

 

Indian-origin professor Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya awarded Regius Professorship 

by Queen 

http://indianexpress.com/article/world/world-news/lord-kumar-bhattacharyya-awarded-by-queen-2839507/ 

 

 

 

 Eminent Indian-origin professor Lord Kumar Bhattacharyya has been awarded the prestigious Regius Professorship in 

Manufacturing by Queen Elizabeth II for his outstanding contribution in manufacturing. 

“WMG, at the University of Warwick, which was founded by eminent Indian Professor Lord Bhattacharyya, has been 

bestowed the prestigious Regius Professorship in Manufacturing by Her Majesty the Queen,” a release said on Tuesday. 

Through his career, he has advised the UK government on manufacturing, innovation, and technology, including former 

Prime Ministers Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair. 

Bhattacharyya, Chairman and founder of WMG, said: “Having founded WMG in 1980 to invigorate UK manufacturing, it is 

a wonderful honour to be bestowed upon the Group. This is recognition to every member of staff, over the last 35 years, 

who has contributed to our success.” 

He continued, “The University of Warwick was the first to have a Professor of Manufacturing, and I started with a desk, 

chair and a secretary. We are now internationally-acclaimed and the largest centre for manufacturing in the world. I am 

immensely delighted to have been granted this prestigious Regius Professorship in Manufacturing for WMG.” 

The creation of Regius Professorships falls under the Royal Prerogative, with each appointment being approved by the 

Queen upon Ministerial advice. Warwick Manufacturing Group (WMG) has been granted the Regius Professorship for its 

academic research which has contributed to driving growth and improving productivity. Working with global companies 

on collaborative research and development, WMG has enabled those companies who want to innovate to develop ground 

breaking products which have had a real impact on society and the economy. 

Bhattacharyya, who is an IIT-Kharagpur alumnus, said it was always his aim to bridge the gap between academia and 

industry, and to encourage companies to think long-term by investing in skills, and research and development. 

Over the last 35 years he has achieved this, but he isn’t sitting back, he’s looking to the future. 
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Bhattacharyya said: “We work with many international companies and SMEs all over the world on collaborative research 

to improve productivity, and in India with Tata Motors, TVS etc, as well as with many academic institutions such as the 

Indian Institutes of Technology, to improve the manufacturing skills base. 

“We have also been very successful in attracting many inward investments in manufacturing in UK. We have ambitious 

plans for our future, especially with the National Automotive Innovation Centre, which will provide the next generation of 

skills and research for the automotive sector, and will formally open late 2017.” 

Applications for summer internship rise by 66% at IIT Gandhinagar 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/Applications-for-summer-internship-rise-by-66-at-IIT-

Gandhinagar/articleshow/52657004.cms 

 

AHMEDABAD: An increasing number of students are seeking research experience at Indian Institute of Technology 

Gandhinagar (IITGN). The number of students applying for the institute's Summer Research Internship Programme (SRIP) 

has increased by over 66 percent from that of last year.  

 

SRIP at IITGN offers an opportunity for students to work along with the institute's faculty members in the ongoing 

research projects. The number of applications for SRIP has increased from 6,000 last year to 10,000 this year. The 

programme which began on May 2 will go on till July 8.  

 

A large number of students from leading engineering institutes in the country including IIT Delhi, IIT BHU, IIT Roorkee, 

NIT Trichy, NIT Karnataka, NIT Calicut, Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) Pilani, Indian Institutes of Science 

Education and Research (IISER) at Bhopal, National Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER) Bhubaneswar 

and such institutes are also seeking research experience at IITGN.  

 

One of the coordinators of SRIP, Professor Shanmuganathan Raman said, "We received a very good number of students 

from some of the most reputed institutes in the country this year. Our aim is to place our internship program at par with 

the research internships provided at the top research labs and universities across the world. To achieve this, we are 

providing very high quality research environment and a good platform for student-mentor relationship." 

 

A total number of 70 research projects were offered to the students in SRIP this year. Some of the projects include - 

gravitational wave detection, smartphone-based air quality monitoring, early diagnosis for parkinson's disease, analysis 

of road safety and driving behavior, early detection of Alzheimer's disease, bamboo as a structural element in building 

applications, automatic image matting and compositing, data analytics and modeling in social science, motor learning in 

health and disease and so on.  

 

Sharing his experience of participating at the SRIP, a student of IIT BHU, Vikram Kumar said, "I came to know about SRIP 

through some of my seniors who had a great experience during their research intern here at IITGN. I had other offers for 

summer internship but I chose IITGN as the environment for research is fantastic here. This also opened a great 

opportunity before me to work with vibrant, young professor who are research enthusiasts and are always willing to 

guide." Kumar said, "Until now, I am finding the programme very resourceful and my passion for research has 

increased." 

 

Mayank Agarwal, a student of Hansraj College of University of Delhi said, "The best thing that I observed here is the 

friendly atmosphere and the interdisciplinary culture. I am interacting with so many people from different disciplines 

and am learnt from it. I am very happy with my decision of coming to the SRIP."  
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A ‘sweet’ option to fix broken bones 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/a-sweet-option-to-fix-broken-bones/article8701815.ece 

Maltitol, a sweetening agent, is used to fill in the bone gap caused by fracture, instead of the traditional rod 

Suture marks on injuries fade away with time. There was an era, however, when these stitches would have to be cut after 

the injury healed. But for injuries to the bone, there are only two options: a cast for minor fractures, and implants like 

metal rods for more serious injuries. 

Now, a team of scientists from Bengaluru’s Indian Institute of Science (IISc) has developed an alternative: a bone 

reconstruction method similar to sutures. What they are using is an unlikely ingredient: maltitol, derived from maltose, a 

sweetening agent found in most sugar-free foods such as ice-creams. 

Maltitol is combined with other components to make long chain-like structures that become plastic. This is then used to 

fill in the bone gap caused by fracture, instead of the traditional rod. “But maltitol also reacts to water. And as the body is 

primarily made of water, the bonds start breaking slowly, over a course of time. The molecules are soluble in water, and 

they eventually come out,” says Kaushik Chatterjee, Assistant Professor, Department of Materials Engineering, IISc. In 

other words, once the bone grows back, the structure simply disintegrates. 

Prof. Chatterjee worked on the idea along with Giridhar Madras, Professor, Chemical Engineering Department, IISc and 

Janeni Natarajan, Ph.D student in the Centre for Nano Science and Engineering, IISc. “This material would be a huge 

advantage over existing ones, such as metal rods, which do not allow growth of the bone, especially in infants and 

adolescents,” he added. 

Advantages 

Alternatives to maltitol were too soft to be used for bone reconstruction. The advantage of using maltitol to make the 

scaffold or structure to be implanted in the bone is that drugs can then be injected into it to hasten healing. The other 

alternative is to wrap a protein layer around the structure before it is implanted into the bone,” said Prof. Chatterjee who 

is still conducting research on this. 

Low side effects 

The other benefit of using maltitol is fewer side-effects, Prof. Chatterjee said. Though the side-effects of direct 

consumption are still debatable, he said the implant in the body would not be “terribly harmful.” This process is still being 

tested in the lab. 
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